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e Geography, Environment, and International Relations all heavily rely on a strong understanding of spatial information.

e Better Retention: Visual learning through maps is much more effective for memory retention than rote memorization
of facts

e Map-based Questions: Directly addresses factual questions on locations, rivers, mountains, national parks, wildlife
sanctuaries, states, international borders, etc., which are a regular feature in Prelims

- Conceptual Clarity in Geography: Helps visualize and understand complex geographical concepts like plate tectonics, climate
patterns, ocean currents, drainage systems, agricultural regions, industrial belts, etc.

- Interlinking Subjects: Crucial for connecting geography with:

e History: Locating historical sites, empires, trade routes.

e Environment: Understanding the distribution of biodiversity, protected areas, climate change impacts on specific
regions.

e International Relations (IR): Analyzing geopolitical significance of regions, border disputes, strategic locations (straits,
choke points), and places in current news.

Understanding Map Components:

- Title: What the map represents.

- Legend/Key: The symbols, colors, and patterns used and their meanings. This is paramount!
- Scale: Understanding distances (e.g., 1 cm = 100 km).

- Direction: North arrow, cardinal directions.

- Coordinates: Latitude and Longitude (especially for locating places in world geography).
- Physical Maps: Focus on landforms (mountains, plateaus, plains), water bodies (rivers, lakes, oceans), relief features.

e Application: Geomorphology, Oceanography, Climatology, Natural vegetation.
- Political Maps: Show administrative boundaries (countries, states, capitals, major cities).
e Application: International relations, border issues, state boundaries within India.

- Thematic Maps: Depict specific themes (population density, rainfall, soil types, mineral distribution, agriculture, industries,
climate zones, natural vegetation, tribal areas).

e Application: Economic Geography, Social Geography, Environmental Geography.

Integrate Atlas with Syllabus Topics:

e Topic-wise Study: When studying a topic (e.g., "Monsoons in India"), simultaneously refer to the physical map of
India, rainfall distribution maps, and understand the physiographic features influencing monsoons.

e Cross-referencing: If studying "Indian River Systems," use the atlas to locate the origin, tributaries, states it flows
through, and major dams/cities on its banks. Similarly for mountain ranges, coastal plains, etc.

THE VISUAL WORLD ATLAS
FACTS AND MAPS OF THE CURRENT WORLD

GLOSSARY
Arable : Relating To Land That Can Be Cultivated.
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Archipelago : Group Of Islands

Atmosphere: Gaseous Layer That Surrounds Certain Celestial Bodies, Including Earth.

Atmospheric Pressure :The Force That Air Exerts By Pressing On A Given Area

Anticyclone :Zone Of High Atmospheric Pressure.

Altitude Vertical Distance Of A Point In Relation To A Reference Level, Generally Sea Level.

Relief Features : All Of The Differences In Ground Level (Depressions And Elevations) Of The Surface Of A Region.

Peninsula : Portion Of Land Surrounded By The Sea On All Sides But One, Where An Isthmus That May Be Wide Or Narrow
Connects It To The Mainland.

Bay : A Body Of Water Partially Enclosed By Land And Open To The Sea. A Bay Is Generally Smaller Than A Gulf.

Gulf : A Large Area Of Sea Partially Enclosed By Land, More Or Less Open To The Sea. A Gulf Is Generally Larger And More
Enclosed Than A Bay.

Bedrock : Ancient Eroded Land On Which Volcanic Or Sedimentary Rock Rests.

Shield : Large Territory Composed Of Eroded Primary Rock

Biodiversity The Variety Of Living Species That Populate A Given Environment

Continent Large Landmass Surrounded By Water.

Cordillera : Long, Narrow Mountain Range.

Depression : A Part Of A Landmass That Is Sunk Below Its Surroundings. Meteorology: Low-Pressure Zone.
Dominant Wind : Wind That Blows In A Constant Direction In A Region, Such As The Trade Winds.

Earth’s Crust : Solid Layer On The Surface Of Earth

Hemisphere : One Of The Two Halves Of The Globe, Defined By The Equator (Northern And Southern Hemispheres) Or By The
Greenwich Meridian (Western And Eastern Hemispheres)

Planisphere: Map That Portrays Both Hemispheres Of Earth
Equator : Imaginary Line That Circles Earth Midway Between The Poles.
Meridian: Imaginary Line From Pole To Pole, Perpendicular To The Equator

Estuary: Mouth Of A River Where The Current Meets The Tides, Forming An Indentation In The Coastline That May Be Morg
Or Less Wide And More Or Less Deep

Mouth : Place Where A Watercourse Flows Into The Sea Or Into A Lake

Fault : Fracture In Earth’s Crust That Causes A Horizontal Or Vertical Movement In Relation To The Other.
Fauna : All Of The Animal Species That Live In A Given Region

Freight : Transportation Of Goods.

Humidity : Water Vapor Contained In The Air, The Result Of Transpiration Of Plants And Evaporation From The Oceans, Riverg
And Lakes
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Precipitation All Of The Liquid And Solid Forms In Which Water Contained In The Atmosphere Reaches Earth’s Surface (Rain,
Snow, Sleet, Fog, Dew, Etc.).

Subduction Phenomenon Through Which One Oceanic Plate Slides Under Another Lithospheric Plate
Tectonic Relating To Earth’s Crust, Its Formation, And Its Deformations
Magma Very Viscous Liquid Formed Of Molten Rocks From The Depths Of Earth.

Geological Relating To Geology, The Science That Studies The Earth, The Materials That Compose It, And The Forces And
Processes That Shape And Transform It.

Graben Wide, Elongated Depression With Steep Sides, Formed By The Subsidence Of A Block Of Terrain Between Two Faults.
Ice Cap Mass Of Continental Ice That Permanently Covers The Polar Regions, Also Called Inlandsis.
Ice Shelf Thick Layer Of Floating Ice That Borders Some Parts Of Antarctica, Distinct From The Pack Ice And Ice Cap.
Pack Ice Vast Layer Of Ice Floating On The Sea In Polar Regions.
Moraine Rocks Or Other Debris Carried And Deposited By A Glacier
Isthmus Narrow Band Of Land Between Two Stretches Of Water, Connecting Two Larger Landmasses.
Strait Natural, Relatively Narrow Maritime Passage Between Two Coasts
Nomadic Relating To A Migratory People That Are Constantly Moving.
Oasis Region Of A Desert Made Fertile By The Presence Of Water.
Ocean Current Movement Of Great Masses Of Seawater Along A Stable Path At A Regular Speed.
Tide Daily Rise And Fall In The Level Of The Ocean, Due Mainly To The Gravitational Pull Of The Sun And The Moon
Waterfall Almost-Vertical Drop Of A Watercourse Due To A Sudden Change In The Level Of Its Bed.
Watershed Area Trained By A Watercourse Or By All Of Its Tributaries.
EARTH:AROCKYPLANET

e Formed 4.6 billion years ago,

o largest of the four rocky planets in the Solar System

e Earth is the densest celestial body in the Solar System

e [tisalso the only planet that has vast oceans of liquid water, within which life appeared 3.5 billion years ago.
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